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Widespread trucking shortages are having short-term impacts on supply. Prompt loads are very hard to 

get due to these shortages. 

The demand for plywood and OSB continues to be substantially greater than under normal 

circumstances due to both pre-hurricane preparations as well as post-hurricane rebuilding.  

Southern Pine Lumber 

The Southern Pine market is beginning to flatten out as flood waters subsided and timberlands are now 

fully accessible. Post Hurricane Harvey and Irma many dealers and distributors rushed to buy to their 

cover needs which pushed up pricing at the mills. Now that we’ve had several weeks to monitor the 

situation, inventories are currently heavy which is leading to prices softening. 

Southern Pine Plywood is at 3-5 year highs on many of the sheathing products. The majority of this price 

increase can be attributed to the hurricanes that hit the US this summer. Flooding-related production 

issues, increased demand during pre-storm preparation and increased demand during post-storm 

rebuilding have driven up costs 36% over the last 6-7 weeks. 

Western Species Lumber 

Western species lumber prices continue rise due to a lack of log supply caused by wild fires in many 

timberlands in Canada.  British Columbia forests fires continue to burn. It’s reported that at least ten 

years of supply of timber has been lost. Costs continue to push higher on SPF, Hem-Fir and Douglas Fir. 

We expect to see continued increases in western species lumber prices over the next few weeks. 

Fasteners 

We are staying well ahead of demand on 1 ¼” coil roofing nails for our customers. Supply is still tight and 

will continue to be so for a few months. We have not had another cost increase yet and the retails are 

currently holding in place. 

Rebar 

Trade restrictions in the US on imported rebar and other factors have caused rebar to continue to 

increase in cost. We have seen a 4% increase in costs over the last 4 weeks with another 4-5% increase 

expected to follow. Some sources indicate we’ll continue to see increases in prices each month for the 

next three months. 



Roofing 

All roofing-related products will be impacted by these hurricanes as well. With the amount of damage in 

Florida and Texas, we are anticipating that the demand for shingles will exceed the supply. This will 

cause a shortage and possible allocation of shingles and other roofing-related product lines and could 

impact costs if the demand is sustained over a period of time. 

Drywall 

Drywall demand has increased roughly 700% from normal volumes in the Greater Houston Markets, 

causing supply to become very tight. Many manufacturers have begun allocating how much product 

they will sell to each of their customers, which creates a shortage at the retail level. This could ultimately 

lead to increased prices and will make it difficult for retailers to keep up with the demand at the 

contractor and consumer levels. 

Insulation 

Fiberglass Insulation is being hit hard as it relates to the flooding in Houston, demand is up significantly 

and supply is starting to be effected. The shipping times from the manufacturers has increased with the 

potential to see prices rise as well. 

PVC Pipe 

PVC pipe has increased 10-11% due to resin plants along the Texas coast being down due to the effects 

of Hurricane Harvey. Currently, the price increases are only affecting PVC pipe not PVC pipe fittings.   

Copper Wire 

World copper markets had copper at $2.50/lb on Jan. 1 and $3.10/lb on Sept. 1 for an increase of ~24% 

which has resulted in a 10% increase in the price of copper electrical wire since January 1, 2017. 


